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LOOK AS THESE
STEM OPPORTUNITIES
IN AUGUST

Check out these key STEM events
that happen in August:

e August 1 (Sandcastle Day): Great for coastal,
sand, and beach engineering science projects.

e August 10 (World Lion Day): An opportunity to
explore zoology, wildlife conservation, and
animal habitats.

* August 16 (National Roller Coaster Day): Used
by educators to teach kinetic and potential
energy through building models.

o August 19 (National Aviation Day): Hon
history of flight, aerospace engineering, a
pioneers like the Wright brothers.

e August 24 (Pluto Demoted Day / National
Pluto Isn't a Planet Day): Marks the 2006
reclassification of Pluto by the International
Astronomical Union, ideal for space and
astronomy lessons

In addition to these national holidays, August is the
perfect time to plan and schedule local back-to-
school STEM festivals. Summer camps may also

want to host weekend events throughout August to
transition students into the new academic year.

SCILS is housed in the SciTEC Division in the
College of Education and Human Sciences at
Louisiana Tech University


https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=776&
https://science.nasa.gov/mission/roman-space-telescope/
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010ivmuD38r9AJ8PFNGybiLElorkCbbHyN60EfjiGsoladffZukykS3knxu9j7HkkrOxacITwllii7ZyVznNdTjJWSha6RexQTW5XIXXM45QarS2wYltAf3Gu0FkxIf47s0yqTNvwygYGtFb9Udav84h4_484NhzsODtzygRAeXFkZqlBZmwQcdQ==&c=yOWscAvqqpBt842EvkeNqXxhFBeCT8A6EhvXaDx4CevXOU4w3fPH5Q==&ch=rJ2F4ScDqQIiC1IcPQrwrrbMNYT0VqsdfmQP-iGUm0mk51q3nspROw==
https://www.nisenet.org/Roman-Telescope-2026

THIS MONTH’S RESOURCES

BACR TO SCHOOL STEM
CHALLENGES

Why start the school year with Back-to-
School STEM / STEAM challenges?
There are a lot of great reasons! STEM
Challenges help you practice and establish
routines and procedures, build community,
and get to know how your kids tick. Check
out these activities using simple materials
and a school favorite--apples!

CHECR OUT THE ACTIVITIES

THE GENIUS OF PLAY
STEAM PLAYBOOR
"The STEAM Playbook” features a

collection of ready-to-use activities to help

spark a child’s interest in science,

technology, engineering, art, and
mathematics. These provide endless
opportunities for kids to relate STEAM to
the world around them and explore abstract
concepts in a hands-on, fun, and highly

engaging way.

EXPLORE THE PLAYBOOR

THE LOUISIANA STEM COLLABORATIVE
PROJECT IS PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE NATIONAL GIRLS
COLLABORATIVE PROJECT

VISIT THE WEBSITE NGCP ANNOUNCEMENTS



https://ngcproject.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ngcproject/event.jsp?event=776&
https://www.thegeniusofplay.org/Common/Uploaded%20files/tgop/Playbook/STEAM_Playbook.pdf
https://ngcproject.org/events-announcements
https://www.stemchallenge.com/bts/
https://ngcproject.org/about/collaboratives/louisiana-stem-collaborative-project

LESSONS FOR ENGAGING YOUTH
IN AN AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM

Participation in after-school or out-of-school ti
programs has been linked to improved academi
behavioral, and socio-emotional outcomes fo
adolescents. However, consistent attendance
engagement are important to ensure that youth
the program “dosage” needed to fully benefit ang
allow program developers and evaluators
demonstrate that a program achieves its desi
outcomes. This blog shares five key lessons youth
serving professionals can use to keep young peog
engaged throughout a voluntary after-school
program.nefit and to allow program developers and
evaluators to demonstrate that a program achieves its
desired outcomes.

Child Trends.
e

READ THE BLOG

BUILDING Al LITERACY AT
SCALE: WHY AFTERSCHOOL
MATTERS NOW

STEM Next Opportunity Fund's new issue brief,
uilding Al Literacy at Scale: Why Afterschool
Matters Now, shows how afterschool and
summer programs can deliver real-world Al
learning at the scale this moment demands.
Grounded in national research and early
results from STEM Next's Opportunity Al pilot,
the brief lays out a clear path forward for
leaders across sectors, including how to
integrate afterschool into national policy, invest
in educator capacity, and scale what's working.

READ THE BRIEF



https://emails.thegeniusofplay.org/c/13ZwbeL54LMVju2a098dTTgpsIS20J5
https://emails.thegeniusofplay.org/c/13ZwbeL54LMVju2a098dTTgpsIS20J5
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.3102/00346543076002275
https://emails.thegeniusofplay.org/c/13ZwbeL54LMVju2a098dTTgpsIS20J5
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1007/s10464-010-9300-6
https://emails.thegeniusofplay.org/c/13ZwbeL54LMVju2a098dTTgpsIS20J5
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740921003388#b0175
https://emails.thegeniusofplay.org/c/13ZwbeL54LMVju2a098dTTgpsIS20J5
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https://emails.thegeniusofplay.org/c/13ZwbeL54LMVju2a098dTTgpsIS20J5
https://www.rand.org/pubs/tools/TL114/manual/step8.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/tools/TL114/manual/step8.html
https://emails.thegeniusofplay.org/c/13ZwbeL54LMVju2a098dTTgpsIS20J5
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010ivmuD38r9AJ8PFNGybiLElorkCbbHyN60EfjiGsoladffZukykS3knxu9j7HkkrtS4ijYCjYOp3QbOyopCeTAHeUlVI_P806Iw1lkgCP63bnEVvyAddSfwHiXoF2IUHFAANKLOLluw6uD1GTKPfZfVjLv7n2wmzl0RPij0aqGXi9Fn3xsQHeeyWzKX7OViKNqdjmkJfkUKSvBkKT3lfdGf-e7HQSrie_heTAE86WLuqqHtNBzTsBLxOYoY6D2f-dJAtfUZBVGqYFKr3yqnKaiQIZWqZskPGdJyixvbD9FtYTW3gBEPCWQTJNqWbV00_EMxKTRC9Bqh9Tv6balbPF6wF42uoEsfyXqS5vkJmjsdvebQBhJIAOQZvQCHOVEDMs1aii7Ttsd22Sh3KOlYVbPyzngS37ZcqUt1nA6Ltj0U=&c=yOWscAvqqpBt842EvkeNqXxhFBeCT8A6EhvXaDx4CevXOU4w3fPH5Q==&ch=rJ2F4ScDqQIiC1IcPQrwrrbMNYT0VqsdfmQP-iGUm0mk51q3nspROw==
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/tools/TL114/manual/step8.html
https://emails.thegeniusofplay.org/c/13ZwbeL54LMVju2a098dTTgpsIS20J5
https://www.latech.edu/faculty-staff/single-entry/name/jamie-newman/
https://stemnext.org/ai-brief
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010ivmuD38r9AJ8PFNGybiLElorkCbbHyN60EfjiGsoladffZukykS3oLJSLp6avA6HqCKGmx0_VAInzsFrVNpKJtwV1C22qi5WyoBVhAfNkzL-ona1RynOvibjrItLFanuxMsWADlezS5YZ0GKDMivA==&c=yOWscAvqqpBt842EvkeNqXxhFBeCT8A6EhvXaDx4CevXOU4w3fPH5Q==&ch=rJ2F4ScDqQIiC1IcPQrwrrbMNYT0VqsdfmQP-iGUm0mk51q3nspROw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fkl4M9ZXOEzqYVke2Dg2zQQbKWFgzjCmO_gbsqOscoMMHJ9pfLZ9nJXCz8rDRGhs5k2bXxdF-jBod_KvJhCABYguvbzuLDyYa0AAdJSv7AJhmxD_gzABumT6K71jCJVdlqEWIEVzlUK_7GMrNFaM9w==&c=d_yczAz9qhKMtVu_mzBibPjfTJ7KgFcsLFZ9zYeez38zgW2WlbOF7w==&ch=-IHiiJyrZo5Xy975wSc1qX2E5FcebxHzi3emy54lWLZXfL39Oud5aw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fkl4M9ZXOEzqYVke2Dg2zQQbKWFgzjCmO_gbsqOscoMMHJ9pfLZ9nJXCz8rDRGhs5k2bXxdF-jBod_KvJhCABYguvbzuLDyYa0AAdJSv7AJhmxD_gzABumT6K71jCJVdlqEWIEVzlUK_7GMrNFaM9w==&c=d_yczAz9qhKMtVu_mzBibPjfTJ7KgFcsLFZ9zYeez38zgW2WlbOF7w==&ch=-IHiiJyrZo5Xy975wSc1qX2E5FcebxHzi3emy54lWLZXfL39Oud5aw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fkl4M9ZXOEzqYVke2Dg2zQQbKWFgzjCmO_gbsqOscoMMHJ9pfLZ9nJXCz8rDRGhs5k2bXxdF-jBod_KvJhCABYguvbzuLDyYa0AAdJSv7AJhmxD_gzABumT6K71jCJVdlqEWIEVzlUK_7GMrNFaM9w==&c=d_yczAz9qhKMtVu_mzBibPjfTJ7KgFcsLFZ9zYeez38zgW2WlbOF7w==&ch=-IHiiJyrZo5Xy975wSc1qX2E5FcebxHzi3emy54lWLZXfL39Oud5aw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fkl4M9ZXOEzqYVke2Dg2zQQbKWFgzjCmO_gbsqOscoMMHJ9pfLZ9nJXCz8rDRGhs5k2bXxdF-jBod_KvJhCABYguvbzuLDyYa0AAdJSv7AJhmxD_gzABumT6K71jCJVdlqEWIEVzlUK_7GMrNFaM9w==&c=d_yczAz9qhKMtVu_mzBibPjfTJ7KgFcsLFZ9zYeez38zgW2WlbOF7w==&ch=-IHiiJyrZo5Xy975wSc1qX2E5FcebxHzi3emy54lWLZXfL39Oud5aw==
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https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fkl4M9ZXOEzqYVke2Dg2zQQbKWFgzjCmO_gbsqOscoMMHJ9pfLZ9nJXCz8rDRGhs5k2bXxdF-jBod_KvJhCABYguvbzuLDyYa0AAdJSv7AJhmxD_gzABumT6K71jCJVdlqEWIEVzlUK_7GMrNFaM9w==&c=d_yczAz9qhKMtVu_mzBibPjfTJ7KgFcsLFZ9zYeez38zgW2WlbOF7w==&ch=-IHiiJyrZo5Xy975wSc1qX2E5FcebxHzi3emy54lWLZXfL39Oud5aw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fkl4M9ZXOEzqYVke2Dg2zQQbKWFgzjCmO_gbsqOscoMMHJ9pfLZ9nJXCz8rDRGhs5k2bXxdF-jBod_KvJhCABYguvbzuLDyYa0AAdJSv7AJhmxD_gzABumT6K71jCJVdlqEWIEVzlUK_7GMrNFaM9w==&c=d_yczAz9qhKMtVu_mzBibPjfTJ7KgFcsLFZ9zYeez38zgW2WlbOF7w==&ch=-IHiiJyrZo5Xy975wSc1qX2E5FcebxHzi3emy54lWLZXfL39Oud5aw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fkl4M9ZXOEzqYVke2Dg2zQQbKWFgzjCmO_gbsqOscoMMHJ9pfLZ9nJXCz8rDRGhs5k2bXxdF-jBod_KvJhCABYguvbzuLDyYa0AAdJSv7AJhmxD_gzABumT6K71jCJVdlqEWIEVzlUK_7GMrNFaM9w==&c=d_yczAz9qhKMtVu_mzBibPjfTJ7KgFcsLFZ9zYeez38zgW2WlbOF7w==&ch=-IHiiJyrZo5Xy975wSc1qX2E5FcebxHzi3emy54lWLZXfL39Oud5aw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fkl4M9ZXOEzqYVke2Dg2zQQbKWFgzjCmO_gbsqOscoMMHJ9pfLZ9nJXCz8rDRGhs5k2bXxdF-jBod_KvJhCABYguvbzuLDyYa0AAdJSv7AJhmxD_gzABumT6K71jCJVdlqEWIEVzlUK_7GMrNFaM9w==&c=d_yczAz9qhKMtVu_mzBibPjfTJ7KgFcsLFZ9zYeez38zgW2WlbOF7w==&ch=-IHiiJyrZo5Xy975wSc1qX2E5FcebxHzi3emy54lWLZXfL39Oud5aw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fkl4M9ZXOEzqYVke2Dg2zQQbKWFgzjCmO_gbsqOscoMMHJ9pfLZ9nJXCz8rDRGhs5k2bXxdF-jBod_KvJhCABYguvbzuLDyYa0AAdJSv7AJhmxD_gzABumT6K71jCJVdlqEWIEVzlUK_7GMrNFaM9w==&c=d_yczAz9qhKMtVu_mzBibPjfTJ7KgFcsLFZ9zYeez38zgW2WlbOF7w==&ch=-IHiiJyrZo5Xy975wSc1qX2E5FcebxHzi3emy54lWLZXfL39Oud5aw==
https://vdohsxbab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fkl4M9ZXOEzqYVke2Dg2zQQbKWFgzjCmO_gbsqOscoMMHJ9pfLZ9nJXCz8rDRGhs5k2bXxdF-jBod_KvJhCABYguvbzuLDyYa0AAdJSv7AJhmxD_gzABumT6K71jCJVdlqEWIEVzlUK_7GMrNFaM9w==&c=d_yczAz9qhKMtVu_mzBibPjfTJ7KgFcsLFZ9zYeez38zgW2WlbOF7w==&ch=-IHiiJyrZo5Xy975wSc1qX2E5FcebxHzi3emy54lWLZXfL39Oud5aw==
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/5-lessons-engaging-youth-participants-education-program?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9l2B3JGI5czoDjWUxnteJztvGXfC5tQcD8f_rYsKBk96XGwMo700KBW6QRZxTNmaV7AD-HzmD0iLUT9cYo6wAkGatRow&_hsmi=29334937
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